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The Soboba Foundation intends to support and enhance 
the wellbeing of Native Americans, promote and preserve 
the culture and heritage of the Tribe and support Tribal 
and community charitable and educational programs and 
activities.

The Soboba Foundation is a nonprofit corporation 
organized exclusively for charitable and educational 
purposes, as contemplated within the meaning of Section 
501(c)(3) of the United States Internal Revenue Code of 
1986, as amended (or the corresponding provision of any 
future United States Internal Revenue law) (“Code”), 
including, for such purposes, the making of distributions to 
organizations that qualify as exempt organizations under 
Section 501(c)(3) of the Code.
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 Dear Friends and Supporters of the Soboba Foundation,
I am proud to say that 2017 marked yet another exciting and 
productive year. Since its inception in 2010, many individuals have 
worked hard to ensure that the Soboba Foundation has continued 
to grow into the success that it is today. I am very humbled to 
have served as the President of the Foundation since 2012. I have 
seen firsthand the incredible services our organization provides 

throughout Indian Country, the San Jacinto Valley, and beyond and 
how that support has impacted others.

 The Soboba Foundation’s Board of Directors, staff and volunteers have 
worked tremendously hard throughout 2017. Early planning led to another 

incredibly successful charity golf tournament in April. The 2017 Soboba Charity Golf Tournament 
marked the fifth anniversary for the annual event. With the terrific amount of support received from 
our friends and colleagues, we were able to raise over $100,000 in funds.

 At the same time, we provided seven different nonprofit organizations with $10,000 each to 
fund much-needed projects. Additional funds that were raised form the event went on to support 
other organizations, events and students throughout the remainder of the year. 
Another successful Soboba Foundation event of the year was the annual Soboba Lip Sync 
Contest. The incredibly popular event was sold out once again. More than 10 nonprofit 
organizations gathered at Soboba Casino’s AC’s Lounge to compete for thousands of dollars in 
prize money. Each participant received $400 just for entering and the first-place winner of the 
contest took home $5,000.

 November kicked off the beginning of the Soboba Toy Drive event. More than 6,000 toys 
were collected and distributed to many local organizations. While this event did not provide direct 
monetary support, it did provide those in need with a Christmas present to enjoy.
The last event held by the Foundation was the annual Soboba Foundation Mixer. The Foundation 
partnered with the Hemet/San Jacinto Valley Chamber of Commerce to engage all the businesses 
in a final year-end hurrah on December 7 at AC’s Lounge at Soboba Casino. More than 400 
community members attended.

 Throughout 2017, the Soboba Foundation was able to provide seven different scholarships 
to Native American students, support nine different California tribes, more than 10 different high 
schools and various other fundraising events and nonprofit organizations. Throughout the year, we 
were truly able to “Give Back” to our local communities and impact many lives.
I would like to thank the Foundation Board, staff and volunteers for all their challenging work and 
dedication. I would also like to thank Soboba Tribal Members for their continued support in our 
endeavors. We look forward to providing the same type of support during 2018. It has been such a 
blessing to work with everyone in making this organization a success. Thank you all again.

Sally Moreno-Ortiz, President 

President’s Message
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 The vision of the Soboba Foundation can be seen through its mission statement, 
which is to provide financial assistance for educational and charitable activities that 
preserve the cultural heritage of the Soboba Band of Luiseño Indians and support 
Native American and local community programs.  By striving to achieve this mission 
statement and overall vision of the Tribe, the Foundation is able to provide much-
needed assistance and funding to organizations and charities that are in need of 
support.  Since its establishment in 2010, the Soboba Foundation has been successful 
in achieving its mission and will continue to strive to continuously meet this goal year 
after year to ensure that this type of support is continued.

 In its efforts to achieve the visions of the Tribe, the Foundation continues to offer 
financial assistance to Tribal organizations, nonprofit charities and other community 
organizations within Southern California.  Specifically, the Foundation aims to support 
educational, health, economic development, and special projects within Southern 
California.

 The Soboba Band of Luiseño Indians allocates funding to the Soboba 
Foundation for charitable giving purposes that are distributed to various organizations 
or nonprofit groups. Organizations may apply for funding by way of an application 
submitted for funding consideration. These applications are reviewed by the Soboba 
Foundation Board of Directors.  During their regularly scheduled meetings, the 
Foundation Board determines whether the request for funding falls within the funding 
priorities of the Foundation.

 The efforts to achieve the mission and vision of the Soboba Foundation is driven 
by the commitment and dedication of the Soboba Foundation Board of Directors and 
staff.  Although elections for new Board Members are held every two years, each new 
Board continues to move the Foundation forward while always keeping the mission and 
vision in mind. 

Our History
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 The Soboba Foundation funded more than 125 community events/
programs hosted by nonprofit organizations. A diverse sponsorship list 
runs the gamut from an alternative high school’s prom to the American 
Cancer Society’s annual relay and survivors’ luncheon. Many special 
event fundraisers to help nonprofits meet their demands for the coming 
year were funded by the Foundation. These events are also important 
to galvanize the community and perpetuate interest in causes for future 
generations to get involved.
 The Foundation’s funding priorities are directed to organizations 
that provide educational, health, economic development or special 
project services in San Bernardino and Riverside counties and to 
Tribal Governments and Tribal nonprofit organizations throughout the 
United States. Community-wide events that contribute to its economic 
development are most welcomed. Special Projects that involve youth are 
also given priority.

 Those who benefited from sponsorships in the amount of $10,000 
or more included The Friends of Valley-Wide Foundation for its annual 
“The Weekend” fundraiser and “Autumn Elegance”; the Santa Ynez 
Band of Chumash Indians for a tournament fundraiser; the Pala Band of 
Mission Indians for a tournament fundraiser; American Cancer Society 
for its Relay for Life and Survivor and Caregiver Luncheon; the Agua 
Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians for a tournament fundraiser and the 
Ramona Bowl Amphitheatre for its 95th season of North America’s 
longest-running outdoor drama: “Ramona.”
 The Foundation expanded its support for programs this year and 
expects 2018 to see more expansion in terms of the variety of programs 
it helps. The goal is to help as many organizations as possible contribute 
to a healthier, safer and happier community through its charitable 
activities.

2017 HIGHLIGHTS
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“We work very closely with the Foundation 
and the higher education program 

offered through it. We both share the 
desire to build a strong educational 
foundation in students whether 
they are preschool, elementary or 
adult,” said Dianne King, Soboba 

Tribal Preschool Director.

Soboba Tribal Preschool Director, Dianne 
King said the Soboba Foundation has been extremely 

generous with the preschool. The Trail Race is one of the big events that the 
Foundation supports and she is in charge of vendors. This year, the preschool 
received two laptops for its kindergarten program with funds received through 
the Soboba Foundation, which is always looking out for the best interest of the 
students.
 King said three Tribal members have interned at the school in the 
past year, each one working with Andrew Vallejos, the Soboba Foundation 
Sponsorship Coordinator, to develop a college education plan. One of the interns 
is completing her Child Development units this year and will be qualified to teach 
preschool. 
 The other two began a few months ago and have already begun their 
college classes. 
 The Soboba Foundation has been a wonderful support 
system to help Tribal members with their education.

LIVES IMPACTED
February 4, 2017 – Trail Race

Photos courtesy of 
Diane A. Rhodes
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“This event has sold out each year and has 
raised thousands of dollars for scholarships,” 
committee member Mary Deanna “Dee” 
Cozart said.

FEBRUARY 23, 2017
SIXTH ANNUAL SAN JACINTO VALLEY WOMEN’S CONFERENCE

 The organization’s mission is to 
support local women in reaching their 
full potential and goals and to lead by 
example. The SJVWC Committee is 
comprised of professional women from 
the San Jacinto Valley who have the 

desire to mentor and support other women as 
they develop their careers, update their skills, gain an education, re-enter the 

workforce, develop their own businesses and more.
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MARCH 4, 2017 
15TH ANNUAL DIAMOND VALLEY LAKE MARATHON 

(HABITAT FOR HUMANITY)

“Soboba Foundation’s 
support has helped us 
take one family at a time 
out of unsafe, unhealthy 
living conditions and has 
given these children a 
better opportunity to gain a 
good education and become 

good upstanding citizens,” said Lakshman Koka, Volunteer CEO 
and VP of Habitat for Humanity.

 He said the Foundation has been supporting Habitat for Humanity by 
sponsoring its largest fundraiser – the Diamond Valley Lake Marathon, Half-marathon, 
5K Run, Senior Walk and Kid Run. The Foundation not only sponsored the event but 
participated by signing up runners and encouraging participants on the day of the 
event.
 Koka said the Foundation helps Habitat for Humanity provide decent shelter for 
hard-working, local, low-income families with children and feels fortunate to receive 
their ongoing support.

Photos courtesy of 
Lakshman Koka
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“The theme for this year’s event is 
Aim High,” said Mary Deanna “Dee” 
Cozart, event co-chair.

MARCH 11, 2017
THIRD ANNUAL GIRLS’ EMPOWERMENT CONFERENCE

   To date 500 local girls have 
attended these 
conferences, sponsored 
by Soroptimist 
International San 
Jacinto Hemet Valley 
Club. Women role 
models such as 

a judge, a rocket 
scientist, a firefighter 

and a doctor have been 
featured.

  Cozart said the goal 
is to provide 150 sixth- and seventh-graders, as well 

as 25 high school and 25 college women volunteers who will be 
acting as table hostesses with an unprecedented informational, 
entertaining and networking opportunity.

Photos courtesy of Joel Ortiz



“They have answered the call every time our organization has needed 
their help. They are a special group of people.”
 Powell said that due to the Foundation’s support, the organization is able 
to continue to emphasize the importance of academics, service and athletics to 
motivate young men to reach their God-given potential. The banquet has grown 
each year and would not be possible without the Foundation, which has supported 
the nonprofit’s efforts and mission of recognizing young men who excel in all 
aspects of their lives.

MARCH 19, 2017 – 
NATIONAL FOOTBALL FOUNDATION 

SCHOLAR-ATHLETE BANQUET

Photos courtesy of Visual 
Sports Network

“We could not have the banquet 
without the continued support of 
the Soboba Foundation,” 
said Bill Powell, president of the National 
Football Foundation for Riverside County.
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APRIL 6, 2017 
5TH ANNUAL SOBOBA FOUNDATION 
& SOBOBA CASINO CHARITY GOLF 

TOURNAMENT

“We could not have done this without the 
support of the tribe, staff, community, 

sponsors and volunteers,” said Tournament 
Director Isaiah Vivanco, who is also Soboba Tribal 
Vice Chairman and a Foundation Board Member.

In the past five years, the charity 
golf tournament has provided more than $750,000 in 
support to many local nonprofits throughout Indian Country 
and Southern California. Vivanco said the Foundation is 
thankful for an increase in involvement the past few years 
and appreciates the great opportunity to give back to the 
community.

The tournament was a tremendous success thanks to more 
than 100 volunteers that kept things moving 

along and a high-energy raffle 
and live auction at the end of the day that fetched 
about $10,000.

Photos by Rodrigo Pena 
Photography
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 The Soboba Foundation supplied the Environmental Department with 
recycling receptacles to be used for different events. This provided a more 
permanent solution than just obtaining cardboard bins. Estrada said he is 
extremely thankful for the Foundation’s support because his department relies 
entirely on grant funding, which is very limited and allocated for specific activities. 
The Foundation provides support in areas that might not otherwise get funded, 
and sponsors the Tribal Environmental Conference each year.

APRIL 20, 2017 
SOBOBA EARTH DAY

“The Foundation has provided so much 
support for our Department and are always 

available to participate in our Earth Day 
event each April,” said Steven Estrada, Soboba 

Environmental Manager.

“The Soboba Foundation has contributed generously each 
year, promoting a healthy activity and a 

chance for the participants to run or 
walk through historic San Jacinto,” said 
Dawn Lawrence, Communications & Emergency 

Preparedness Coordinator for San Jacinto Unified 
School District.

APRIL 29, 2017 
SAN JACINTO RUN UNITED 5K RACE
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Lawrence said when 
community sponsors, such 
as the Soboba Foundation, cover the 
administrative costs associated with the race, other funds 
can be targeted for student participation. She said promoting 

exercise and healthy community events for the youth of the San Jacinto Valley is 
a founding principle of the San Jacinto RUN United 5K Race. The Foundation’s 
donation allows the district to supplement or cover student registrations and the 
purchase of running shoes for the children, a very necessary component for the 
district’s low socio-economic demographic.

Photos courtesy of San Jacinto Unified 
School District
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MAY 11, 2017 
HEMET/SAN JACINTO UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICTS STUDENT OF 

THE YEAR SCHOLARSHIP AND RECOGNITION DINNER

“The Soboba Foundation has made a significant 
impact in our school community and without their 
support to our schools, we would not have a 
thriving valley,” said Karena Zermeno, Founder 
and Committee Member. 

  The Soboba Foundation is a 
Platinum Sponsor of the Hemet/San Jacinto 
Unified School Districts’ Student of the Month 
Program and sponsors its annual scholarship 
and recognition dinner at The Country Club at 
Soboba Springs.

 The program’s mission is to bring the community 
together to honor and praise local high school seniors for demonstrating character, integrity, 
love of learning, involvement in school activities, athletics and community service. Many of 
these students have overcome challenging life circumstances without compromising their 
education. The heartbeat of the Student of the Month program is the student who makes a 
difference in their home, school and community with sincerity and passion.
 Zermeno said without the Foundation’s support, the program would not be possible. 
She said the Foundation supports many local school events and she is grateful for the six-year 
relationship the student program and the Foundation have shared.



“With the support of the Foundation we have 
community respect for the great work Relay for 

Life is doing to make a difference in the fight 
against cancer,” said Cathi Hill, Community Development 

Manager, Manager of the Relay for Life events.

  Hill said the mission of everyone at the 
American Cancer Society is to free the world from cancer. 
Sponsorship dollars ensure the agency can continue its 
lifesaving research and fund cancer patient services for 
cancer survivors.  

  The continued support of the Foundation means the 
world to the Relay for Life event and its participants as well as the 
community at large. Relay for Life values the Foundation and all 
the support with ensuring it can continue its lifesaving work. Hill 
and others value the relationship that has been built between the 
American Cancer Society and the Soboba 
Foundation during the past 12 years.

JUNE 10, 2017 
AMERICAN CANCER SOCIETY RELAY FOR LIFE SAN 

JACINTO/HEMET AND FEBRUARY 16, 2017 – 
SURVIVOR & CAREGIVER LUNCHEON

Photos courtesy of Cathi Hill
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 She is grateful for the support 
from the Soboba Foundation and 
said because of the friendship and 
kindness shown to their program’s 
low-income seniors, their organization 

has been able to help the lives of seniors 
through many acts of kindness.

  The nonprofit is dedicated to helping seniors by providing 
access to basic safety-net services and necessities needed to survive while 
maintaining dignity, compassion and respect. The organization’s mission is 
“to alleviate some of the pressure and fear many seniors have of not having 
enough to survive or having to choose between medication and rent.”

AUGUST 26, 2017 
10TH ANNUAL SMILES FOR SENIORS 

BOWL-A-THON

“We were able to buy food, 
medication, and help with 
housing for our struggling 

elders,” said Catherine Serianni, 
Executive Director of Smiles for 

Seniors Foundation.
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 He said the Foundation’s financial support for the 
annual fundraiser, combined with their initial support 
over a decade ago has made an enormous difference 
for the Western Center campus. The original donation 
was the largest organizational funding they have had the 
honor of receiving.
 Rosenthal said that museums in America 
cannot pay their bills with the revenue that comes from 
admission tickets, not to mention the significant research 
being done at the Hemet campus. Without support from 
the Soboba Foundation, they could never sustain the 
accomplishments they currently enjoy as a Smithsonian 
affiliate and recognized world class scientific research 
center.
 He said the state-of-the-art 3-D printing laboratory 
that would be rivaled by any museum in America would 
not have been possible without the support and help of 
the Soboba Foundation.

SEPTEMBER 9, 2017
WESTERN SCIENCE
 CENTER SCIENCE 

UNDER THE STARS FUNDRAISER
“The Soboba Foundation was a key 

sponsor for our annual Science Under 
the Stars fundraising event for our 

not-for-profit that operates the museum campus 
with school. Working with Andrew Vallejos and the 

whole organization was tremendous and uplifting and their 
generosity is remarkable,” said Howard Rosenthal, Board of Directors.

Photos courtesy of Western Science 
Center
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“Soboba Foundation’s generous sponsorship 
through the years has been very inspirational 

and personally fulfilling to our club members,” 
said Diane Boss, Valley Wide Kayak Club President and 

Charity Paddle Sponsorship Chair.

  Valley Wide Kayak Club members met at 
Lake Hemet to paddle their kayaks in support of the 
organization in Garner Valley that provides a no-cost 
week-long camping program for children with cancer and 
their families.

 Diane Boss said club members work hard to raise funds to help 
these kids enjoy a camp experience free from the worry of cancer 
treatments and Soboba’s gifts have made a real difference in the lives of 
countless children and their families.

   She said that the greatest impact of the Soboba 
Foundation being the Heart of Gold Sponsor for this event 

is the happiness of the children who are the ultimate 
recipients of the foundation’s support each year!

OCTOBER 21, 2017
14th annual Charity Paddle to support Camp 

Ronald McDonald for Good Times
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2017 DONATIONS
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President Sally Moreno-Ortiz strives to help the 
Tribe achieve its highest possible status with regards to 
charity and sponsorship. She enjoys representing the 
Tribe throughout the community and networking with 
old friends and new contacts. She works as a Cash 
Operations Manager for a large company and is the 
Soboba Enrollment Committee Chairperson. She likes 
spending time with family every chance she gets. Her 
goal is to ensure the Tribe reaches a level of deserved 

recognition for all the financial support it has provided to 
others through the Soboba Foundation’s efforts.

Vice President Geneva Mojado has served 
three two-year terms on the Soboba Tribal Council 
in the capacity of treasurer and secretary. She was 
raised on the Soboba Reservation, attended San 
Jacinto High School, Mt. San Jacinto College and 
UCR and graduated from San Diego State University 
with a Bachelor of Science degree in criminal justice 
with a minor in Native American Studies. In addition 
to spending time with her two young children, she 

is a member of the Noli Indian School Board, Soboba 
Foundation, Soboba Economic Development Corporation, Soboba Pow 
Wow committee and chair of the annual NIAA Softball Tournament. 
Geneva is currently employed with Riverside San Bernardino County 
Indian Health with Native Challenge as a Health Educator. Her passion is 
to work with the youth and become a positive role model.

ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE
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Secretary Dondi Silvas raised on the Soboba 
Indian Reservation, is the daughter of Charles “B-bop” 
and Yvonne Silvas. She is the proud mother of Joseph 
Burton, who plays professional basketball in Japan and 
grandmother of Joseph Charles Lee Burton. Spending time 
with family and friends is what she enjoys most. Sports was 
always a big influence on her while she was growing up 
and continues to play a big part in her life. She stays very 
active in the Soboba Vegas bowling league in Hemet and 
is an avid sports fan who enjoys attending many sporting 

events. She has been a board member for NIAA (National Indian Athletics 
Association) softball committee and is past Project Coordinator for Ahmium 
Education Even Start Programs. Dondi has dedicated many years to supporting 
her son in achieving his dreams and goals. Now that Joseph Burton has fulfilled 
most of his goals and continues to keep working on them, his mom has the 
opportunity to get more involved with her tribe and sitting on the Foundation 
allows her to reach out and help others. Dondi enjoys attending events where 
she can reconnect with old friends and make new ones. She feels truly blessed 
to be part of the Soboba Tribe, which has touched so many lives by giving back.

Treasurer Patrick Placencia moved to the Soboba 
Reservation when he was 10 years old. He works at 
the Soboba Casino as the Title 31 Senior Compliance 
Specialist. He is also a Softball Fastpitch coach and player 
for some local teams that represent the Tribe. He has 
been the Vice Chairman for the National Indian Athletic 
Association (NIAA) for the past 10 years. Patrick is a 1983 
graduate of San Jacinto High School and attended the 
University of Phoenix for two years. His personal goal is 

to raise his family to be good citizens, retire in style and to 
be the best at what they take on. He said it has been an honor to represent the 
Tribe as a member of the Soboba Foundation, which has donated hundreds 
of thousands of dollars to non-profit charities. Patrick said his family is most 
important in everything he does and said their support has allowed him to be 
successful in life.
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Member-at-Large Monica Herrera was raised 
on the Soboba Indian Reservation and currently serves 
as Secretary on the Soboba Tribal Council. She has 
been a member of the Noli School Board and Enrollment 
Committee for several years. She has worked for the 
Soboba Casino and is a Licensed Cosmetologist. She 
currently works part-time as a Hair Stylist in between 
being a wife and proud mother of six. Her driving passion 
is the tribal and local youth. She has volunteered for 
both the Hemet and San Jacinto Unified School Districts 

and is an appointed Board Member to the Soboba Foundation. She strives to 
make a difference in both the Tribal and Local communities by giving back to 
those that have afforded her the opportunities to achieve her goals.

Member-at-Large Isaiah Vivanco is serving 
his second consecutive term as Vice-Chairman and 
fourth overall for the Soboba Tribal Council and is a 
lifelong resident of the Soboba Indian Reservation. He 
previously worked for Valley-Wide Recreation and Park 
District for more than 25 years, before retiring in 2015 
to dedicate all his time to the tribe. He enjoys playing 
Peon and watching his children sing and dance at Bird 
Singing gatherings. He also likes golfing and fastpitch 
softball. Isaiah joined the Soboba Foundation four years 

ago and has served as the Soboba Foundation & Soboba Casino Charity 
Golf Tournament since then. This event is the foundation’s most successful 
fundraising activity. Isaiah has been on the NIAA softball tournament 
committee since its inception and is serving his fourth year as a Soboba Tribal 
Delegate for the current Compact Steering Committee, where he attends 
monthly meetings with the Governor’s office. Isaiah would like to provide for 
the youth, who will be taking over the current leaders’ efforts someday. He 
wants to be part of supplying them with a solid foundation that will help to 
ensure their prosperous futures.
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Member-at-Large Scott Cozart has lived on 
the Soboba Reservation continuously since 1980. He 
has been a resident of Soboba and the San Jacinto 
Valley since 1959. Chairman Cozart is the son of Gloria 
Castello Cozart and Bruce Cozart. He attended San 
Jacinto schools, graduating from San Jacinto High 
School in 1973. He earned a Bachelor of Science degree 
in Business Operations with a focus on Operational 
Management and Efficiencies from National University, 
San Diego. He and his wife Dee married in 1976 and 

moved back to the reservation in 1980 to raise their two sons, Jason and 
Justin. They have been blessed with six grandchildren as well. Scott is in 
his sixth term as a member of the Tribal Council, currently serving as Tribal 
Chairman for the third time. He is an Operating Engineer, having completed 
Operating School and Apprenticeship with Operating Engineers Local 12. 
Scott has worked as a contractor and in general construction with Cozart 
Construction. He served the tribe as interim manager for the Bingo operations 
and also as Interim General Manager for Soboba Casino. Chairman Scott 
was instrumental in developing the very first gaming contract to open Bingo 
operations for the tribe’s first gaming facility.
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ANDREW VALLEJOS
Sponsorship Coordinator

Business: (951) 654-2765
Fax: (951) 654-4198

sponsorships@soboba-nsn.gov
www.soboba-nsn.gov/sponsorship

We want to thank everyone who helped make 2017 such a successful year for 
the Soboba Foundation. We look forward to developing new relationships and 

strengthening our existing ones to ensure our communities continue to thrive as 
they strive to assist those from all walks of life. Your support is much appreciated 

as we look ahead to a healthy and productive 2018.
 

Contact


